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This report assesses the extent to which existing 
national legal frameworks adhere to international 
law regarding the protection of water infrastructure 
and water-related infrastructure during and after 
armed conflicts. It provides guidance to parties to 
armed conflicts and a wide range of stakeholders 
who play different roles in promoting compliance 
with the relevant norms, including military experts, 
humanitarian organizations, and advocacy groups.
The report is based on the 2019 Geneva List of 
Principles on the Protection of Water Infrastructure 
(‘the Geneva Principles’), which systematizes and 
restates the main rules which afford protection to 
water infrastructure and water-related infrastructure 
during and after armed conflicts, as well as to 
water-related personnel and objects necessary to 
operate, repair, reconstruct, and rehabilitate
such infrastructure. 
The report incorporates the growing body of 
knowledge on the protection of water resources 
under the human rights to safe drinking water and 
sanitation, and as part of the environment - e.g., the 
Guidelines on the Protection of the Natural 
Environment in Armed Conflict issued by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross in 2020 
and the International Law Commission’s Principles 
on the protection of the environment in relation to 
armed conflicts annexed in a resolution adopted by 
the UN General Assembly in 2022. The report also 
reviews published research and benefits from 
extensive consultation with military experts, 
government lawyers, representatives of 
humanitarian organizations and academics. With the 
aim of promoting greater respect for and 
implementation of international law, the report 
clarifies areas of uncertainty, identifies good 
practices, and makes recommendations which 
facilitate compliance with the rules 
of international law. 
The Geneva List of Principles on the Protection of 
Water Infrastructure is available in English, French, 
Russian and Arabic at 




